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f in order to have here [in this world]
well-lighted and airy houses, we expend immense
sums, building and toiling, consider how we
ought to spend our very bodies themselves, that glorious houses may be built for us in the heavens where
is that Light ineﬀable. Here there are strifes and contentions about boundaries and walls, but there will
be nothing of the kind there, no envy, no malice, no
one will dispute with us about settling boundaries.
This dwelling too we assuredly needs must leave, but
that abideth with us forever; this must decay by time,
and be exposed to innumerable injuries, but that
must remain without growing old perpetually; this
a poor man cannot build; but that other, one may
build with two mites, as did the widow.
Wherefore I choke with grief, that when so many
blessings are laid before us, we are slothful, and despise them; we use every exertion to have splendid
houses here, but how to gain in heaven so much as a
little resting-place, we care not, we think not. For tell
me, where wouldest thou have thy dwelling here? In
the wilderness, or in one of the smaller cities? I think
not; but in some of the most royal and grand cities,
where the traﬃc is more, where the splendor is
greater. But I will lead thee into such a City, whose
Builder and Maker is God; there I exhort thee to
found and build, at less cost [with less labor]. That
house the hands of the poor build, and it is most truly
“building,” just as the structures made here are the
work of extreme folly.
For if a man were to bring you into the land of
Persia, to behold what is there and to return, and
were then to bid you build houses there, would you
not condemn him for excessive folly, as bidding you
spend unseasonably? How then dost thou this very
same thing upon the earth which thou shall shortly
leave?

“But I shall leave it to my children,” saith some
one. Yet they too shall leave it soon after thee; nay,
often even before thee; and their successors the same.
And even here it is a subject of melancholy to thee
that thou seest not thine heirs retain their possessions,
but there thou needest apprehend nothing of the sort;
the possession remaineth immovable, to thee, to thy
children, and to their descendants, if they imitate the
same goodness. That building Christ taketh in hand,
he who buildeth that needs not to appoint care-takers, nor be thoughtful, nor anxious; for when God
hath undertaken the work, what need of thought? He
bringeth all things together, and raiseth the house.
Nor is this the only thing wonderful, but also that
He so buildeth it as is pleasing to thee, or rather even
beyond what is pleasing, beyond what thou desirest;
for He is the most excellent Artist, and careth greatly
for thy advantage. If thou art poor, and desirest to
build this house, it brings thee no envy, produces
against thee no malice, for none of those who know
how to envy behold it, but the Angels who know
how to rejoice at thy blessings; none will be able to
encroach upon it, for none dwell near it of those who
are diseased with such passions. For neighbors thou
hast there the saints, Peter and Paul with their company, all the Prophets, the Martyrs, the multitude of
Angels, of Archangels. For the sake then of all these
things, let us empty our substance upon the poor, that
we may obtain those tabernacles; which may we all
obtain through the grace and loving-kindness of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom and with whom to the
Father and the Holy Spirit be glory, now and ever
and unto the ages of ages. Amen.
St John Chrysostom, Homily LVI on the Gospel of St John,
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